Sustainability Advisory Committee

Terms of Reference

Background
Albury City Council (AlburyCity) is committed to the long-term sustainability of the Albury community.  This commitment comes from Albury 2030 – a community strategic plan (Albury 2030) that was developed by the Albury community for the community.  Albury 2030 contains many strategic actions and performance measures, including developing a sustainability framework for Albury.  

In 2011 AlburyCity established a Sustainability Advisory Committee (SAC) to guide development of this framework, culminating in Albury – Our Future – a community sustainability strategy (Albury – Our Future) that was released in December 2011. This strategy was framed on the following themes: ‘economic prosperity’, ‘liveable communities’ and ‘environmental sustainability’, and included an action plan and a performance framework that was reported annually. 

Committee members are required to have an interest and network within Albury across the spectrum of sustainability issues including the economy, natural resource management, education, community engagement, population health, building design, town planning and liveable communities.

In 2016 Council agreed to subsume Albury – Our Future under Albury 2030 premised on the performance framework of the former being incorporated into Albury 2030.  

The committee is to be a forum for sustainability concepts and ideas that can contribute to achieving sustainability outcomes set out in Albury 2030.  Moreover, it will be a forum to monitor and oversee the delivery of AlburyCity’s community engagement program. 

Objective

The objective of the Sustainability Advisory Committee is to provide a forum for members to:

· Identify and discuss sustainability concepts, ideas and matters as they relate to Albury;
· Enable collaboration and connectivity within the Albury community on sustainability and the environment; and
· Provide a means for AlburyCity to monitor community perceptions and views on sustainability and the environment, and to incorporate these as necessary into its community awareness program.

Membership

Membership of this committee will be as follows:

· Two Councillors (Chair and deputy-Chair);
· AlburyCity Sustainability and Environment team (including secretariat); and
· Community members (seven).

The tenure of members is defined as two years.

Operational Principles

The committee will operate on the following:

· Quarterly meetings, but it can (if agreed) meet more frequently if required;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Quorum will be three members, excluding the Chair and deputy-Chair; and
· Agenda to be prepared for each meeting.

The meetings and operation of the Committee will be subject to the provisions and requirements of AlburyCity’s Code of Conduct.

Expectation of Members

· Utilise your networks to garner the views and perceptions of the Albury community on sustainability and the environment, and to contribute in a committee discussion on how these can be incorporated in the Community Awareness Program; 
· Be a willing participant in a collaborative effort to promote and raise awareness in the Albury community on sustainability and the environment. This would be through a committee process that identifies, connects and promotes sustainability and environment initiatives in Albury; and
· Specific knowledge, expertise or interest on sustainability and the environment. 

